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Special Help for Businesses

C
on

tact on
e of th

e D
ep

artm
en

t of E
cology’s staff of p

rofession
als w

ho
specialize in w

aste m
anagem

ent and
 pollution prevention.  O

ur H
azard

ous
W

aste Specialists w
ill answ

er your com
pliance questions w

hile Toxics
R

ed
uction Specialists offer non-enforcem

ent assistance in the area of pollution
prevention.  C

all the regional office near you and
 ask for help from

 one of our
experts!

N
orthw

est R
egional O

ffice - B
ellevue

(206) 649-7000
Southw

est R
egional O

ffice - L
acey

(360) 407-6300
C

entral R
egional O

ffice - Yakim
a

(509) 575-2490
E

astern R
egional O

ffice - Spokane
(509) 456-2926

C
all Ecology’s Publications D

istribution C
enter at (360) 407-7472 to obtain these

and other publications:
4

D
angerous W

aste R
egulations, C

hapter 173-303 W
A

C
, R

evised 11/95
4

Step-by-Step:  Fact Sheets for H
azardous W

aste G
enerators, #91-12a-m

, R
evised

3/96
4

Transporting H
azardous W

aste or H
azardous M

aterials:  Inform
ation for Sm

all
Q

uantity G
enerators, #96-400

4
W

hat is a Sm
all Q

uantity G
enerator?  Your R

egulatory Status U
nder the

D
angerous W

aste R
egulations, #96-404

C
all th

e H
azard

ou
s W

aste an
d

 Toxics R
ed

u
ction

 P
rogram

 at (360) 407-6719 to
start receiving your FR

E
E

 subscription to the Shoptalk new
sletter.  T

his quar-
terly publication offers the latest inform

ation on w
aste red

uction and
 safe

w
aste m

anagem
ent.

Fin
d

 E
cology on

 th
e In

tern
et at http:/

/
w

w
w

.w
a.gov/

ecology

Fin
d

 ou
t if you

r local h
ealth

 d
ep

artm
en

t or local solid
 w

aste p
rogram

sponsors projects to help your business.  C
all them

 to find
 out w

hat sort of
assistance they can provid

e.  M
any local health d

epartm
ents and

 solid
 w

aste
program

s offer brochures, w
orkshops, on-site consultations or w

aste
m

anagem
ent services.

If you have special accom
odation needs or require this docum

ent in alternative form
at, call the H

azardous W
aste and

T
oxics R

eduction Program
 at (360)407-6700 (V

oice) or (360) 407-6006 (T
D

D
).



O
n N

ovem
ber 20, 1995, the

D
epartm

ent of E
cology

am
end

ed
 the state’s D

angerous
W

aste R
egulations

1 after a tw
o year

stud
y of the rule.  T

he am
end

m
ents

includ
e changes that affect all genera-

tors.  T
his brochure is d

esigned
 to

inform
 all generators and

 interested
citizens about the scope and

 im
pact of

these changes.

Small Quantity Generators
T

he R
egulations group generators into

d
ifferent categories based

 on the
am

ount of w
aste they generate in each

m
onth or batch and the am

ount of
w

aste they accum
ulate on-site.  G

enera-
tors m

ust com
ply w

ith m
ore stringent

levels of regulation d
epend

ing on their
status as sm

all, m
ed

ium
 or large quan-

tity generators.
A

 sm
all quantity generator still can

generate up to 220 pound
s of d

anger-
ous w

aste per m
onth or batch, and

 up
to 2.2 pound

s of certain pesticid
es or

poisons
2.  T

hese levels are called
 quan-

tity exclusion lim
its.  If a business gener-

ates less than these am
ounts, it is likely

that they hold
 sm

all quantity generator
status.

T
he new

 am
end

m
ents increase the

am
ount of w

aste sm
all quantity genera-

tors can accum
ulate on-site.  W

astes
w

ith a quantity exclusion lim
it of 220

pound
s can be stored

 on-site until the
am

ount reaches 2200 pound
s (except

for w
astes generated

 from
 cleaning up

certain spilled
 chem

icals
3).  W

astes w
ith

a quantity exclusion lim
it of 2.2 pound

s
can be accum

ulated
 on-site only until

the am
ount reaches 2.2 pound

s.
R

aising the accum
ulation levels

should
 red

uce the d
angerous w

aste
transportation and

 d
isposal costs for

sm
all quantity generators in ad

d
ition to

encouraging on-site recycling.
Sm

all quantity generators are ex-
em

pt from
 m

ost of the state and
 fed

eral
regulations if they stay w

ithin the
generation and

 accum
ulation lim

its
described above, and follow

 these steps:
4

D
eterm

ine if their w
aste is a d

anger-
ous w

aste (“d
esignation”).

4
M

anage their w
aste in a w

ay that
d

oes not pose a threat to hum
an

health or the environm
ent.

4
Treat or d

ispose of their w
aste in an

on-site facility or ensure that the
w

aste is d
elivered

 to a perm
itted

treatm
ent, storage and

 d
isposal

facility, to a legitim
ate recycler, to a

county m
od

erate risk w
aste facility

or into the sanitary sew
er if you

h
ave p

erm
ission

 from
 th

e local
sew

er au
th

ority.

For an outline of the best w
aste

m
anagem

ent practices for sm
all quan-

tity generators, refer to E
cology publi-

cation #96-404, W
hat is a Sm

all Q
uantity

G
enerator?  Your R

egulatory Status U
nder

the D
angerous W

aste R
egulations.

Toxic Waste
T

he fish bioassay test is one of the tests
used

 to d
eterm

ine if a w
aste w

ould
d

esignate as “toxic”.  R
evisions to this

test now
 m

ake it com
parable to the

com
m

only used
 rat bioassay test.  If

you previously used
 a fish bioassay test

to d
esignate your w

aste, and
 it failed

,
you m

ight w
ant to evaluate your test

d
ata.  You m

ay also consid
er having

your w
aste tested

 again to see if it still
d

esignates.

E
x
t
r
e
m
e
l
y
 H
a
z
a
r
d
o
u
s
 W
a
s
t
e

T
his w

aste has been red
efined

.  If you
have E

xtrem
ely H

azard
ous W

aste, the
revised

 regulations m
ay open up som

e
new

 options for you to accum
ulate and

d
ispose of your w

aste.

4
W

astes w
ith fed

eral w
aste cod

es
starting w

ith “U
” or “P” are no

longer E
xtrem

ely H
azard

ous W
aste.

N
ow

 all w
astes w

ith fed
eral w

aste
cod

es, includ
ing toxicity characteris-

tic w
astes, are d

angerous w
aste.

4
W

aste that previously d
esignated

 as
E

xtrem
ely H

azard
ous W

aste m
ight

now
 fall into the category of D

an-
gerous W

aste.  C
onsid

er retesting
the w

aste und
er the new

 testing
p

roced
ure.

C
a
r
c
i
n
o
g
e
n
i
c
 W
a
s
t
e

T
his d

esignation no longer exists.
Instead

, the w
aste w

ill probably d
esig-

nate as a d
angerous w

aste und
er the

criteria of toxicity or persistence.  E
col-

ogy recom
m

end
s testing your w

aste to
see if it is toxic and

 persistent.

1 W
ashington A

d
m

inistrative C
od

e (W
A

C
), C

hapter 173-
303

2 W
astes w

ith a Q
E

L of 2.2 pound
s are D

iscard
ed

 C
hem

ical
P

rod
ucts w

ith a P d
esignation, w

astes w
ith Fed

eral w
aste

cod
es F020, F021, F022, F023, F026 and

 F027, and
 toxic

E
xtrem

ely H
azard

ous W
aste.

3 Som
e w

astes d
efined

 as acute hazard
ous w

astes can be
accum

ulated
 up to 220 pound

s.  T
hese are soil d

ebris that
are the result of a clean up of a spilled

 chem
ical from

  the
d

iscard
ed

 chem
ical list in the regulations (the ”p” list) (see

section 173-303-9903 of the D
angerous W

aste R
egulations).

Special Waste
M

any types of w
astes m

eet the d
efini-

tion of “special w
aste”.  T

hese w
astes

m
ust be in solid

 form
.  T

hey can be
corrosive, C

ategory D
 toxic w

aste,
persistent but not extrem

ely hazard
ous,

or have PC
B

 com
ponents.  If you follow

certain m
anagem

ent stand
ard

s, these
w

astes m
ay be sent to a solid

 w
aste

land
fill w

ith approval from
 the local

health d
epartm

ent.  C
all to see if they

w
ill accept it.

10 Percent Listed Solvent Rule
E

cology ad
opted

 a fed
eral rule that

m
ay open up recycling options for

w
aste solvents (F001-F005) listed

 on the
D

angerous W
aste Sources list found

 in
the state regulations.  If the prod

uct you
used

 had
 less than ten percent total of

any of the solvents on this list before
you used

 it, this w
aste w

ill not be a
listed

 w
aste.  T

he w
aste m

ixture still
m

ay be regulated
.  You should

 check to
see if it d

esignates as a d
angerous w

aste
und

er any other characteristic or crite-
ria.

Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB)
W
a
s
t
e

U
nd

er the old
 rules, transform

ers,
capacitors or bushings that w

ere being
salvaged

 and
 contained

 polychlori-
nated

 biphenyls (W
001) som

etim
es had

to be rinsed
 after they w

ere d
rained

.
N

ow
 d

raining only is sufficient.  V
ery

low
 levels of PC

B
 w

astes (less than 2
ppm

) could
 potentially go to the land

-
fill if your local health d

epartm
ent

approves.


